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Claims 

[ci] A device for operating a deadbolt comprising: 
a shaft; 

a sliaft liousing including an opening for receiving said 
sliaft; 

corresponding depressions and protuberances in said 
sliaft and said opening for receiving said shaft; 
whereby said corresponding depressions and protuber- 
ances can be selectively placed in an interlocking rela- 
tionship to prevent operation of said deadbolt. 

[c2] The device of claim 1, wherein said shaft includes four 
sections, a head portion, a camming portion, a signal 
portion and a mounting portion. 

[c3] The device of claim 2, wherein said camming portion of 
said shaft includes eight side sections, four including at 
least one camming surface and four including at least 
two camming surfaces. 

[c4] The device of claim 1, further comprising at least two 
deadbolt manipulation mechanisms. 

[c5] The device of claim 4, wherein at least one of said at 
least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms is a lock 



cylinder. 



[c6] The device of claim 4, wherein at least one of said at 
least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms is a knob. 

[c7] The device of claim 4, wherein at least one of said at 

least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms is a combi- 
nation dial. 

[c8] The device of claim 1 further comprising an indication 
mechanism located on a portion of said shaft. 

[c9] The device of claim 8, wherein said indication mecha- 
nism comprises a colored ring. 

[ciO] The device of claim 8, wherein said indication mecha- 
nism comprises a colored section of said shaft. 

[cii] The device of claim 1 further comprising a detent mech- 
anism that applies force against a section of said shaft. 

[ci2] The device of claim 1, wherein said depressions are lo- 
cated on a head portion of said shaft and said protuber- 
ances are located on a collar on said shaft housing. 

[ci3] An operating device for a locking mechanism compris- 
ing: 

an assembly that can be selectively engaged to prevent 
operation of said locking mechanism; and 



an indication meclianism tliat indicates wlien said as- 
sembly has been engaged to prevent operation of said 
locl<ing mechanism. 

[ci4] The device of claim 13, wherein said assembly includes a 
shaft, wherein said shaft includes four sections, a head 
portion, a camming portion, a signal portion and a 
mounting portion. 

[ci5] The device of claim 14, wherein said camming portion of 
said shaft includes eight side sections, four including at 
least one camming surface and four including at least 
two camming surfaces. 

[ci6] The device of claim 13, further comprising at least two 
deadbolt manipulation mechanisms. 

[ci7] The device of claim 16, wherein at least one of said at 
least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms is a lock 
cylinder. 

[ci8] The device of claim 16, wherein at least one of said at 
least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms is a knob. 

[ci9] The device of claim 16, wherein at least one of said at 

least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms is a combi- 
nation dial. 

[c20] The device of claim 16, wherein at least one of said two 



deadbolt manipulation meclianisms has both a combina- 
tion dial and a key cylinder. 

[c2i] The device of claim 13, wherein said indication mecha- 
nism comprising a colored collar located on a shaft. 

[c22] The device of claim 8, wherein said indication mecha- 
nism comprises a colored section of a shaft. 

[c23] A deadbolt mechanism comprising: 

(a) a deadbolt; 

(b) at least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms; and 

(c) a lockout mechanism comprising: 

(i) a shaft connecting said at least two deadbolt manipu- 
lation mechanism, said shaft including a head portion 
including one or more depressions; and 

(ii) a shaft housing including an opening for receiving 
said shaft and a collar surrounding at least a portion of 
said opening; 

wherein said head portion of said shaft can be selectively 
moved into and out of nesting engagement with said 
collar such that when head portion is nested within said 
collar, said one or more depressions engage one or more 
portions of said collar, thereby preventing rotation of 
said shaft. 

[c24] The deadbolt mechanism of claim 23 further comprising 



an indication meclianism located on said sliaft, wlierein 
said indication meclianism indicated whether or not said 
head portion is nested within said collar. 

[c25] A deadbolt mechanism comprising: 
a deadbolt; 

at least two deadbolt manipulation mechanisms, wherein 
at least one of said deadbolt manipulation mechanisms 
is a knob and at least one of said deadbolt manipulation 
mechanisms includes a locking mechanism; 
a shaft connecting said at least two deadbolt manipula- 
tion mechanisms, said shaft comprising an indication 
mechanism and a head portion including a set of de- 
pressions; and 

a shaft housing including an opening for receiving said 
shaft and a collar, said collar including a set of protuber- 
ances; 

whereby said set of depressions and said set of protu- 
berances can be selectively placed in an interlocking re- 
lationship to prevent operation of said deadbolt and said 
indication mechanism provides visual indication as to 
whether or not said set of depressions and said set of 
protuberances are in interlocking relationship. 



